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NEUROLOGICAL SUMMARY REPORT
CLINICAL INDICATION:
Neurological evaluation for treatment of intractable recurrent cephalgia thought migraine.

Previous neurological evaluation and treatment without success.

Dear Dr. Bains,
Thank you for referring Amanda Richards for neurological evaluation considering her history of intractable migraine with sharp pain activity in the left frontotemporal region.

The records you provided kindly showed findings of syringomyelia involving the lower cervical spinal cord with other findings of Chiari type I malformation. The low lying and elongated cerebellar tonsils are displaced below the level of the foramen magnum and this situation may be a surgical opportunity for further evaluation and treatment. The study shows 5 mm below the foramen magnum. Incidental findings include inflammatory mucosal changes affecting the paranasal sinuses and stable appearing punctate supratentorial white matter hyperintensities due to early ischemic disease. Similar changes are seen in some individuals with migraine headaches.

Amanda underwent diagnostic electroencephalography on August 16, 2025, which showed large slow-wave activity mostly in the left frontotemporal area. Several episodes of spike and polyspike activity were seen in the right frontotemporal focus, longest duration was 9 minutes. These findings are usually due to structural causes and the right frontotemporal epileptiform focus is consistent with electrographic seizures.

She was seen for reevaluation on September 2, 2025 and September 30, 2025 for telemedicine followup.

She was placed on anticonvulsant medication with apparently good benefit.
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In consideration for this history and these findings, I am going to refer her to the posterior fossa surgical unit at UCSF for evaluation and consideration for further care.

She has been treated with lamotrigine tablets, which will be continued while we follow her progress, adjusting her medicine for any adverse reactions that she might experience, which has not been described yet.

When she is seen again, I will send a followup report.

I would anticipate that she is probably a surgical candidate and may successfully complete a surgical intervention with resolution of her migraine symptoms and any other clinical manifestations that she may have.

I will send a followup report when she returns.

Respectfully,

THOMAS E. McKNIGHT Jr, D.O. MPH

Senior Neurologist – Member, American College of Neuropsychiatrists

Diplomat in Neurology with Certification of Additional Qualifications in Neurophysiology and Sleep Medicine – American Osteopathic Board of Neurology & Psychiatry

Diplomat in Internal Medicine – American Osteopathic Board of Internal Medicine
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